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SPE"CH OF JUDGE ALFRED DARTE, 
DEDICATION OF CIVIL WAR MONUMENT, 
CARBONDALE, PA. MAY30, 1885. 


Mr. Chairman, Laies and Gentimen, Comrades all; 

I have no desire to go contrary to generally received opinions, 

to overturn, even if it were possible, the traditions of the 
elders.It is not for me, standing hefe on this platform, to dispute 
what has passed into a proverb among the people. Centuries ago it 
was said, " Aprophet is not without honor, save in his own country", 
In some measure I spent many years among you as boy and man, this 

is my country. For all that,you could not have conferréd a higher 
honor upon me than in asking me to address you on this occassion. 

Por the opportunity of so doing I thank you with a full heart, 

Ve have met here amid the mountaind o? Pennsylvania to dedicate 

a monument, the free gift of a greatful people, to some of the 

best and bravest of her sons; we have a pride, as we think pardonable, 
in the Old Keystone, with the area of an Empire and her millions 

of sons snd daughters. She is a grand old mother, with herbacke 

bone of dron and her heart of coal. But, splendid as is hhe 

record of her material prosperity, never the day and never the deed, 
which reflected such undyins glory and honor upon Pennsylvania as 
did her course when the hydra headed monster "States Rights", 
clutched the throat of the Nation. The ink on the Presidont's 
proclamation was scarcely dry when her men were in ranks and five 
companies of Pennsylvanians marching through Pritimore on the 18th 
of ApPil 1351, were the very first volunteers from the North who , 
reached Washington, She gave to the Union Army Meade, Hancock and 
Reynolds who breached and rolled back at kos pabang the highest 

tide. The 56th Pennsylvania, Michael Flynn was Capt., opened the 
infantry fight on that historic field. It was fitting it should be 
so of the rebellion, She sent for her populotion, as many of her 
sons as any State in the Union, They did their simple duty and did 
it well, On every battlefield from the first Buli Run to the 
Appomatox, the blood of Pennsylvania's sons mingled with that of 
the Maine men and the Californians. Muny of them were men of 
exceptional bravery and coolness, At Gettysburg when the "Louišiana 
Tigers" charged in upon our guns and were bayonetinz the cannoneerg 
at their firing, the Captain of the battery, one of my townsnen 

a memobr of Ely Post, a Wyoming Seminary boy, sprang upon one of 


nis guns anc fiashinr his sabre amid the lurid smoke of battle 
shouted out "Bovs, not one must live to tell that we lost our guns 
in Pennsylvania, Inspired by such a leader these artillermen fought 
with sponge staffs, ramrods and stones picked from the ground in 
defense of the guns they wore to guard and they did not lose their 
guns, somehow such men seldom do lose guns. The enemy fell there 

or fied, and it is said that that famous brigade was so nearly 
annihilated that it never reorganized. In the same fight when Colo 
Hister of the 150th Penna Infantry was shot in the mouth so that he 
could not speak by a motion he turned over the command of his 
Regiment to the Lt. Col, and then picking up the musket and 
accoutroments of a dead soldier, went in with the boys on a bayonet 
charge, He could not speak with his own mouth but he spoke from the 
mouth of his musket, At Chancellorsvile, Frank Beardsly Captain of 
the 141 Penna, Inf., another Seminary bgy seeing one of his men 
firing too high, struck the musket down with his sword saying "Pire 
lower you infernal fool, there has not been a single rebel in heaven 
since Lucifer was kicked outer Stony Creek Station Frank Gray, 
"Dig Frank®, we called him, of the 4th Pa, Cavalry while leading a 
mounted charge on a battery had his sabre hand shattered by à grape 
shot, The arm fell helpless at his side with the sabre knot attached 
but he made no sound, his courage was of the heroic type, mastery 
of his six foot four of humanity. Vith a knightly devotion he kept 
at the front till the battery was won and then feli fainting from 
the saddle, 


And there was Peter Keenan of the 8th Penna, Cavajry. Vere any of 
you at Chancellorsville? Do you remember the dread you felt when 

the crash of musketry, roar of artillery and rebel yell told you 
where out on our right, Jackson with three fourths of the rebel 

Army had struck the Eleventh Corpd and smashed by the very weight 

of numbers? That advance must be stopped.Pleasanton chanced to be 
there and ordered Keenan to charge the enemy with his regiment. 

They both knew that it meant almost certain death but they knew 

that time must be had to get Ashley into position and Keenan with 
less than five hundred sabres charged the advance of thirty thousand. 
Of course he died there wäth most of his men. But, not Asinklinsel, 
grasping an armful of the enemy's spears and sheathing them in his 
own breast, that dying he might make way for Liberty, Not the charge 
of the "Light Brigade" at Balaklava émmortalized by Tennyson showed 
greater forgetfullness of self, or more heroic devotion for which 
they fought, The Light Brigade charged because somebody blundered. 
Keenan charged to save the Army and he did it. The enemy staggered 
before thát handful of chivalorous men, never dreaming but that it 
would be foolááh, Pleasanton gained ten priceless minutes by Kennan's 
charge. He got his guns into position, and when the enemy again 
advanced the hot air throbbed and pulsated with the crash of thirty 
cannon, The double loaded guns sent showers of grape and cannister, 
But they were led by Jackson hissing and ranting through their ranks. 
But these frenxied men charged üp to the very mussels of the guns. 
They did not take them.It could not be done, They did not fall back, 
They were blown bakk by that storm of iron and shreds of fleslj,pieces 
of bone and spots of blood, the horrid fragemnts of what had been men 
were scattered among the trees.Nothing living could take thhse guns, 
A11 honor to Peter Keenan, Thanks to him and Pleasanton, the Grand 
Old Army of the Potomac, Not uttnumbered, not outfought, but terribly 
outgeneralled, was saved to win at Gettysburg. It was my good fortune 
to know these men, not better or braver it maybe, than hundreds and 
thousands from other states, but we are proud of them as Pennsylvanians, 


but higher, better, grander than all else we are proud that thgy too 
were United States soldiers, proud that they too wore the blue. And 
it is to these, and such as these, that we dedicate this monument, 
With such feelings for our comrades, it seems peculiarly fitting 
that on this day specially set apart for that purpose, we the army 
of the living should visit in their silent camping grounds the army 
of the dead, That, if the spirits of those who have gone before do 
revisit the scenes of their earthly labor, they may know that we who 
survive so gratefully the benefits they died to give us, are not 
unmindful of their services and sufferings. For, though many of them 
died ere the struggle ended, not one doubted, "The high hopes which 
burn like stars sublime are born in the strife for freedom, though 
true hearts perish in the time we bitterliest need them," We meet 
here to day, not to celebrate a victory, not to exult over a fallen 
enemy, we have no desire if it were possible to call up again the 
fierce hate and hot blood of our horrible civil strife, we would 

not triumph over those who fought bravely and failed. Some would 
say,"Let the dead past buryits dead", So say we. We have no sword 

of harshness for our former enemies. Its twenty years since we called 
them rebels and were straining the resources of the Nation to crush 
them, To day they are our friends and brothers, citizens of the same 
broad country, under the same old flag, but in spite of them, with 
not a star erased. We think they survived, We know they suffered. 

We have heard a great deal about forgiving and forgetting. We have 
forgiven, Number the nations of the earth, count from the point where 
the far North meets the far South, take the wings of the morning 

and chase the sunrise round the globe, Cóunt them all, Read me the 
names of all the nations, and then tell me if you find an instance 
of such forgiveness, There is not one in all thät list. Go back of 
all that, back to the dawn of ancient history.Search amid its dim 
and misty pages and tell me hf you find there an instance of such 
forgivenness. There is not one in all that list, Tell me if you find 
there an instance where any nation ever put down such a rebellion as 
we did by force and no man died as a penalty for treason, There is not 
one in ali that list, We have forgiven, But we can't forget. It is 
too soon, The grass has not grown green oftne enough above the graves 
of our dead, There are too many widows and orphans scattered thro8ghout 


the land. too many crippled soldiers, et ar | toward the grave 
with scarce body enough left to hold their faithful hearts. We 

can't do it. It is too soon, We do forgive our former enemies, 

but don't ask us to forget our dead comrades, For these are our 

dead, we cannot forget if we would how they died and why. We must 
remeber that the principles they died for were our principles, That 
the right of the majority toy4 govern bs the broad foundation upon 
which our nationality rests. That once gone and the superstructureg 
crumbles our states become but fragments, imperfect, powerless, 

too weak to put down internal strife or to defend themselves against 
foreign enemies, In our favored land we never must as did the older 
nations, to crown with lands the conqueror who came with his triumphal 
car and train of heart broken captives, sole remnants of destroyed 
nations, We commemorate no wars for nationai "Legen regio We are 
not a warlike people The traditions of the United States are peace, 
Not khe dastard's peace at any price, but peace, just so long as it 
can be maintained with safety to our national honor and national 
integrity, The grand old mothers who founded this nation, born and 
bred on this dide of the Atlantic, far from the heat and turmoil 

of European strife have looked out over the earth from their seclusion 
and learned, that wars to establish a military reputation were a 
delusion and a snare, and that wars for national aggrandizement 

meant financial tuin, Were they right? France has fought for a military 
reputation, what they call the glory of France, but not ali the military 
fhe enduring but desper AE EF LEN! HALF BAN Pati de bk 

the tide of invasion from the very gates of her eadeni ae Paris 

in this century, with her great armies broken and defeated, d of 

the most beautiflu city on the earth has been in the possess ! 
foreign troops, England has fought for territorial aggrandizement t 
and extended domain, the blood of her solidiere has sprinkled almos 
every soil benaeth the sun and so much treasure has she wasted in 

war that to day her national debt amounts to enough to have ——Q A 
and paid for every foot of territory she ever conquered; a debt whic 
no man living dream s will ever be paid. Not such have been our wars, 
They have been the struggle of those who fought for ali that makes 
existence worhh having, despising life if defeated-history could tell 
you how they fought, The world knows that story by heart, Strugzling 


thus and on that principis we have borne the old flag forward, many 
times torn by the cannon shot; Not voctoriuos in every fight, but the 
United States never yet made peace until victory perched upon her 
banner, Some of the grandest of mans' constructions on the earth are 
memorial structures, The Pyramids of Egypy are supposed to be such, 
but they have long outlived the nations which built them, and if so, 
so utterly have they failed of their object that learnod men argue 

and quarrel as to what they actually commemorate while the dust of 

the desert buries their foundations as it has long since buried their 
founders, Monnments, great or small, beautiful as the may be, are 

but the exponents of the heartts best feelings. We have inshrined 

the memory of our dead defenders in the hearts of a grateful people 
and in that heart beating high with hone, their memory is ae fresh 
and green to day as though the clods had just rested on their bosomse 
Their little ones whom you saw to day with their bright faces and 
beautiful flowers, will pass that night of gratitude down the generatiom 
until in the years to come , the wors, "We died án the Army" shall with 
the mantle of charity cover a multitude of sins and make the spot 
where the dead soldder rests hallowed ground. It is peculiarly fitting 
that your monument should be located just here. This is the very spot 
where the first Company assembled, where they started for the war, 

and it was here they were welcomed on their return by their friends 
and neighbors, Tim front of your church one Sunday morning twenty four 
years ago, I saw a man distributing handbiils calling for recruits 

to the people as they came out from worship. This is the center of 
your City and it is well that here amid the bustling, busy marts of 
trade, there should stand a perpetual remiuder that citigenship means 
duites to do as well as blessings to enjoy. That we have rights worth 
fighting for and if need be dying for. To us who were in the war its 
events are as yesterday, but, to those who have grown to manhood and 
womanhood since 1861 it is as much a matter of history as the Crusades 
or the Hevolution, In the course of nature before 1900 most of the 
present survivors will have gone over to the majority, for "The boys 
in blue are turning gray, Their guns our ranks are thinning, We bluffed 
death off many a day, But he'il at last be winner, 


We list no more the shrieking shell, 
No more the grape shot rattle, 

But comrades tall while tollis the bell, 
As once they fell in battle, 


What though above our wasting ranks 
No battle flag is gleaming 

God's red and white in mornin: light 
O'er heaven's vault is streaming. 


Then close the ranks as years roli on 
As life's dim sun grows coider, 

Face death today as deaths gone by 
With shoulder firm to shoulder, 


Though the scant the muster roll below 
Abive 'tis growing longer 
Though faint on earth our boices grow 
In heaven the'11 swell the stronger, 
Other 
km nations honor the leaders, the men who plan battles, instead of 
the men who fight them. We honor them all, Not alone the men who 
weer the straps and stars upon their shpulders,but the enlisted 
ma, the privates in the ranks, The men who rolled the of 

e the men who swung the sabre with Sheridan, The men 
ien with clenched teeth and poised bayonet held the Round Top for 
Meade at Gettysburg. To them, and such as them we dedicate this 
monument. We have been taught to revere the memory of our Revolutionar 
ancestors,so we should. They fought to establish a Nation. Back in 
the sixties those men we honor today fought to maintain the right 
of the nation,born of that seven years of suffering, to live. We 
looked upon those old Continentals as almost another race of bbings 
from those we saw every day about us. We saw them as though it were 
through a maze, misty with distance. Some thought we had lost the 


breed of noble hearts, That our people had become so absorbed in 

the strife for gain and worldly advantage that nothing could arouse 
them to deeds worhty of these who had gone before. But the first 
gun fired at Sumpter startled the Nation. Its roar echoing from 
Maine to Oregon drowned all sounds of strife of politics, religion 
or nationality. The almost universal cry became,"Our country may 

she always be right but our country, right or wrong." It was &h 
though an enemy had smiiten the mother who bore us, and the children 
from every hillside and every valley gathered to her defense as 
cheerfully as going to a wedding. The whole North was aflame. The 
arts of peace seemed likely to perish from among us, and all taiked, 
thought and dreamed only of war, It seemed as though the Nation had 
made a new departure and'was making war a business, We were surprise: 
it is true, It was hard to realize that war was upon us,fierce, 
relentless and cruel and that, too,waged by those whom we had been 
taught to call our brothers, We had heard so much of disunion that 
we had ceased to fear that the threat would be carried out, That 
sword had been the lash held over the North like a bugbear for 
generations, When a wrong was to go unredressed or a right be 
syrrendered, the Southern leaders have but to shriek that word with 
its attendant grizziy horros in the ears of their , and 
they became as pliant án the hands of their Southern masters as 

clay in the hands of the potter, But now, that word had ost its 
power and the time for action was at hand. There was a new feeling 
in the nation and they feared that the government would not be 
carried on entirely in the interests of the slave oligarchy. In the 
South they were ready, Their leaders had done their work well, Since 
the formation of the governement they had stood with the left hand 
outstretched receiving more than their share of the bounties of the 
nation while with the right they were hewing away with the energy of 
desperation at the very foundations of our government, It had always 
been the policy in the South to keep their appointments in the 
military and naval service full, while from the North there were 
always vacancies, so that at the outbreak of the rebellion there was 
actually a majority o? officers in both branches of the regular 
service from the South, They had corrupted the regular army and the 
navy so that no one knew who to trust. 


